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MICHAEL SMITH, JR.

SILVER MEDAL OF VALOR

On November 6, 2016, while working a supplemental 
employment shift, Officer Michael Smith, Jr. responded to 
a dangerous situation that erupted between two groups of 
people outside of the business.

While stationed at the casino, a large fight broke out in the parking lot between 
two groups of people. Officer Smith observed two individuals, one with a backpack, 
exit the casino with apparent suspicious intent. Once outside, one of the suspects 
retrieved a handgun from the backpack shooting two rounds toward a victim exiting 
the parking lot. Just before the suspect pulled out the gun, Officer Smith yelled for 
the security guard to stop when he began to approach the suspect. Officer Smith 
took cover behind a vehicle and fired five rounds toward the suspect, who returned 
fire striking the vehicle multiple times. Officer Smith maintained his cover until the 
shooting stopped. The shooter escaped the scene. Officer Smith called for medical 
aid for the victim and had the second suspect detained. The shooting suspect was 
later taken into custody. He had fired twenty rounds and five additional rounds were 
located near one of the parking lot entrances.
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WELCOME
Captain David Risley

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
Sacramento Police Honor Guard

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Captain David Risley

INVOCATION
Chaplain Mindi Russell

OPENING REMARKS
Mayor Darrell Steinberg
City Manager Howard Chan
Interim Chief Brian Louie

PRESENTATION OF COMMENDATION AWARDS
Interim Chief Brian Louie
Deputy Chief Ken Bernard
Deputy Chief Michael Bray
Acting Deputy Chief Kevin Gardner

CLOSING REMARKS
Captain David Risley

NARRATIVES 
Sergeant Bryce Heinlein, Sacramento Police Department Public Information Officer
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The mission of the Sacramento Police Department is to work in partnership 
with the Community to protect life and property, solve neighborhood problems, 

and enhance the quality of life in our City.
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The Classes of awards

Gold Medal of Valor
This medal shall be awarded only in exceptional cases when a hazardous act is 
performed by employees who risk their lives. The act must be of such extraordinary 
nature that the employees expose themselves to peril above and beyond the call of duty.

silVer Medal of Valor 
This medal shall be awarded for outstanding service and conspicuous bravery in the line 
of duty. This award would be considered when the circumstances do not fall within the 
provisions required for a Gold Medal of  Valor.

Bronze Medal of Valor 
This medal shall be awarded for bravery in the line of duty when the circumstances 
do not fall within the provisions required for a Gold or Silver Medal of Valor; however, 
bravery was of such a magnitude that the recipient is worthy of the Bronze Medal of 
Valor.

PurPle hearT award
This medal shall be awarded when employees sustain a serious wound or great bodily 
injury by a hostile person.

lifesaVinG award
This medal shall be awarded to employees who were directly responsible for the saving 
of a human life or for the performance of emergency medical aid to prolong a human life. 

disTinGuished serViCe award
This medal shall be awarded to employees who have performed effective, efficient, and 
valuable service to the department. Such service may be a specific instance or it may be 
an outstanding performance of general duties over an extended period of time.

JEFFREY TODD CARR
DuSTIN SOuTHWARD
ERIC TOOMEY

BRONZE MEDAL OF VALOR

On April 8, 2016, Officers Jeffrey Todd Carr, Dustin Southward, 
and Eric Toomey responded to a call of a subject who was 
running through a south Sacramento neighborhood threatening 
community members.  Residents reported the subject as being 
armed with a pick axe which he used to break into a home.   

When the officers arrived on scene, they attempted to assist 
other officers in containing the violent individual.  Officer 
Southward saw the suspect hiding behind a vehicle within 
the perimeter.  He drew his weapon and ordered the suspect 
to come out with his hands in the air.  Hearing Southward’s 
commands, Officers Carr and Toomey joined Southward to 
assist.  

The suspect came out from behind the vehicle holding two 
large knives.  The officers continued their commands to drop 
the knives and lie on the ground.  Instead, the suspect ran 
directly at the officers with the knives raised above his head.  
Fearing for their safety, and to prevent the suspect from further 
endangering the public, the officers were forced to discharge 
their weapons.
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Business ParTner of The Year
Asian Resources, Inc.

VolunTeer of The Year
Margaret Rund

disTinGuished serViCe award
Officer Linda Matthew
Sergeant Marnie Stigerts
Officer Lilia Vasquez

lifesaVinG award
Officer Ryan Cleveringa
Officer Allison Cunningham
Jean Dahlquist
Officer Elizabeth Glynn
Officer Kyle McGill
Officer Andrew Toy
Officer R. Tobias Williams

Bronze Medal of Valor
Officer Jeffrey Todd Carr
Officer Dustin Southward
Officer Eric Toomey

silVer Medal of Valor
Officer Michael Smith, Jr.

KYLE MCGILL

LIFESAVING AWARD

On November 19, 2016, Officer McGill and Officer Chris 
Jensen responded to a call of a physical altercation between the 
woman’s son and his girlfriend. Once the scene was calm, and 
with the suspect outstanding, the woman, an oxygen patient, 
excused herself to the bathroom with the assistance of another 
family member. 

Officers McGill and Jensen were positioned to search for the suspect when they 
heard a plea for help inside the residence. They were directed to the bathroom 
where they found the woman seated on the floor unresponsive. McGill quickly 
checked the woman’s breathing and pulse. Detecting neither, he opened her airway 
and began chest compressions in an attempt to revive the lifeless woman. Officer 
Jensen requested the Sacramento Fire Department Code-3. As Officer McGill 
continued lifesaving efforts, the woman eventually began breathing and her eyes 
opened. McGill checked and found her pulse, and maintained a vigil on the woman 
until medics arrived. Medical staff at the U.C. Davis Medical Center confirmed there 
was little hope of the woman’s survival without Officer McGill’s intervention.  
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ELIZABETH GLYNN

LIFESAVING AWARD

On May 30, 2016, Officer Glynn was first to arrive at the scene 
where a drive-by shooting of five people had just occurred. 
Officer Glynn responded to a victim who had been shot in the 
head.  The victim’s father was struggling to perform CPR to save 
his son’s life.    

Officer Glynn stepped in immediately and began chest compressions. She also 
requested a Code-3 response from the Sacramento Fire Department. Officer Glynn 
continued chest compressions for several minutes after a Sacramento County 
Sheriff ’s deputy arrived on scene and began administering breaths to the victim.  An 
additional deputy then took over chest compressions until the victim was rushed 
to the U.C. Davis Medical Center by medics. Although not expected to survive 
his injuries, the victim did live.  The victim’s attending physician stated the victim 
survived as a direct result of the actions of Officer Glynn and the deputies. 

ASIAN RESOuRCES, INC.

BUSINESS PARTNER OF 
THE YEAR

Asian Resources, Inc. (ARI) is being recognized as the Sacramento Police 
Department’s Business Partner of the Year for 2016.  ARI understands the 
importance of an engaged community with the Sacramento Police Department 
and local law enforcement, and has been tremendous in helping to foster these 
partnerships for over 20 years. 

Since the 1980s,  ARI has served the limited English speaking and low income 
communities of the Sacramento area and has continuously expanded their efforts. 
ARI offers various programs for youth and adults, helping both the employees and 
the employers obtain qualified employment. 

ARI has partnered with the Sacramento Police Department and other local law 
enforcement agencies such as the Sacramento County Sheriff ’s Department and the 
Elk Grove Police Department in creating the Links to Law Enforcement program. 
This program is a 7-week course, and is a grassroots effort to recruit and prepare 
our diverse communities for potential careers in law enforcement.  The program 
introduces its participants to the various aspects of the career, discussing the 
cultural barriers they may encounter within the field and solutions to overcome 
them. In addition to assisting individuals with employment,  ARI offers English-as-a-
Second-Language classes and translation services for more than ten languages. 

The Sacramento Police Department is honored to recognize Asian Resources, Inc. 
as our Business Partner of the Year and is thankful to have such a strong relationship 
with them. They have been an influential partner in helping to create an engaged 
community, which ultimately builds a safer city.
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ALLISON CuNNINGHAM

LIFESAVING AWARD

On November 29, 2016, Officer Cunningham responded 
Code-3 to a call regarding a suicide attempt at a residence 
where there was also a 7-month-old baby. The complainant 
had received a photograph of the woman hanging herself in the 
garage. 

Upon arrival, Officer Cunningham opened the garage door and observed the victim 
hanging from a rope tied around her neck. She was kicking and her face was turning 
purple. Officer Cunningham immediately attempted to render aid by lifting the 
victim while the victim attempted to pull on the rope and thwart rescue attempts. 
After attempts to cut the rope, Officer Cunningham ultimately pulled a ladder 
toward the victim and convinced her to put her feet on it. Officer Cunningham was 
then able to cut the rope and the victim fell to the ground, gasping for air. Medics 
were summoned and transported the victim to the U.C. Davis Medical Center 
where she was placed on a hold to receive mental health treatment. The baby was 
located safe in the residence.  

MARGARET RuND

VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR 

Volunteer Margaret Rund has been assigned to the 
Communications Center since August 2016 where she carries 
out a variety of duties. In that time, she has become a valuable 
part of the administrative team and is consistently energetic, 
happy, and willing to help with anything she is asked to do. 

Volunteer Rund has served by working as the front counter receptionist, scheduling 
dispatch sit-alongs, arranging classrooms for internal and external training, and 
keeping management informed of appointments. She is never hesitant to learn new 
technology and eagerly embraces any new challenge. In addition to working for the 
Communications Center, Volunteer Rund works at department DUI checkpoints and 
assists the volunteer coordinator.  As of the end of 2016, she had volunteered 2,000 
hours for the Police Department.
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RYAN CLEVERINGA
JEAN DAHLQuIST
ANDREW TOY
R. TOBIAS WILLIAMS

LIFESAVING AWARD

On October 15, 2016, Officer Ryan 
Cleveringa was the first officer to arrive 
on scene where he saw a motorcycle rider 
on the ground being tended to by passerby 
Jean Dahlquist. Officer R. Tobias Williams 
and Officer Andrew Toy arrived soon after. 
The accident victim was bleeding profusely 
and Ms. Dahlquist was applying tourniquets 
to his legs.  

Upon arrival, Officer Cleveringa 
immediately assessed the victim’s condition and found he was not breathing and 
had no pulse. Officer Cleveringa began performing chest compressions until he was 
relieved by Officer Williams. Officer Cleveringa then applied pressure to stop the 
bleeding from the victim’s femoral artery. While Officers Cleveringa and Williams 
performed their tasks, Officer Toy held the victim’s head to stabilize his neck. 
This continued several minutes until medics arrived. The Metro Fire captain who 
responded to the call believed the quick actions of all involved saved the victim’s life.

LINDA MATTHEW

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Officer Linda Matthew is being honored for her compassion and 
initiative in assisting a family in need. Officer Matthew, who was 
a longtime member of the K9 Unit, met the Bazurto family in 
December 2015 while on a call for service to their apartment 
where a suspect was evading police. Once the scene was 
secured, Officer Matthew conducted a welfare check on the 10- and 13-year-old 
children living there. The family, surviving on one income, had recently moved out 
of a one-bedroom into the three-bedroom apartment and lacked basic household 
essentials of all kinds.    

Feeling for the family and seeing that the children were well behaved and attending 
school, Officer Matthew began a quiet mission to help the family. She asked 
immediate friends, family and units she had worked with for donations of furniture 
and gift cards. Using her connections with local retailers, Officer Matthew received 
additional help. Through all the donations received Officer Matthew was able to 
take the mother shopping. In time for Christmas, the family received furniture, 
bedding, kitchen and bathroom items, as well as a few personal gifts for each of 
them. With the help of her family and teammates, Officer Matthew surprised the 
parents and children with a completely furnished apartment. In addition, during 2016, 
Officer Matthew dedicated a significant amount of her personal time to participate 
in twenty different speaking engagements at several local colleges about her 
experience as a female in law enforcement. 
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MARNIE STIGERTS

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Sergeant Marnie Stigerts has been highly instrumental in 
promoting and ensuring the Police Department’s use of 
technology. Sergeant Stigerts has supervised and worked 
on various projects that have not only allowed the Police 
Department to greatly improve its use of technology, but have 
also gained the department recognition for its technological advancements. 

In 2015, Sergeant Stigerts developed a detailed plan for the implementation of the 
Police Department’s Real Time Crime Center which was opened at the end of 
2016. Extensive research and site visits by Sergeant Stigerts were required to carry 
out her vision for a state-of-the-art facility that allows staff to monitor live video 
feed and activations of a variety of electronic and internet-based systems. Staffing, 
infrastructure and equipment needed to establish a Real Time Crime Center were 
planned by Sergeant Stigerts who was also instrumental in its design, IT integration 
and construction. In 2016, the California Police Chiefs Association awarded the 
Police Department its prestigious Technology Innovation Award due to Sergeant 
Stigerts’ work. Sergeant Stigerts also supervised and coordinated her unit in the 
expansion of Police Observational Devices and the integration of License Plate 
Reader and Target Alert Services technology. 

LILIA VASQuEZ

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD

Officer Lilia Vasquez has consistently exhibited outstanding 
performance and dedication as a School Resource Officer at 
Natomas High School. Officer Vasquez distinguishes herself 
in both her daily duties and on several specific projects. Her 
dedication to the youth and families of Natomas High School 
illustrates the genuine caring she has for those she serves.

Officer Vasquez has not only formed close relationships with citizens, businesses 
and neighborhood associations around her school which has helped to provide 
resources, she has dedicated her own resources in order to initiate and sustain 
incentive programs for deserving students. These include trips to local professional 
sporting events for which she purchases tickets and concessions, and her Red 
Ribbon week poster contest at her school which was adopted in 2016 by all district 
high schools. Officer Vasquez devotes her personal time to serve as a lead in “The 
Parent Project,” a Natomas program bridging the communication and cultural gap 
of at-risk students and their families, and as president of the nonprofit Kops-N-
Kids. Officer Vasquez has also initiated restorative justice options for students with 
low level behavioral issues as well as a peer support program for students needing 
emotional support.  
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